Welcome! Monday June 5, 2006 - Today s Front Page eJCPress com User Login

SEARCH : IStories . | I | GO!

THE 2Ist CENTURY NEWSFAFPER _ $2.95 per month for Current Subscribers,

@Jcm&c@m =

Empowering People Through the Press — === 90,99 for those living outside delivery area

$10.25 for non-subscribers

eJCPress.com
Home

Local News
Weather
Obituaries
News From AP
Sports

Tempo
Entertainment
Classifieds
Place A Classified
Subscriptions

Tempg

TOP ADS

Story published: 06-05-2006 ¢ Print Story ¢ E-mail Story to a Friend

Back to Tempo EHJLIE 9

Blue Plum ’06 - Rollicking Saturday FOUNDRY MATAGER
helps festival crowd forget about stormy View All Top Jobs
Friday Top Homes o8}

JCPress Photo Store [ T

Local Information
Not-For-Profit

Places of Worship
Deadlines & Policies
Site Help

Contact Us

708 Forest Ave.

View All Top Homes

Top Rentals i,

1510 Baxter St.

View All Top Rentals

Top Cars saes

TOYOTA CAMRY

View All Top Cars

* Increase Energy &
Boost the Immune



http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Front.php
https://www.secureejcpress.com/index.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/cgi-bin/adcycle_JC/adclick.cgi?gid=8&id=363
https://www.secureejcpress.com/index.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/index.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/LocalNews.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Weather.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Obits.php
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/HOME?SITE=TNJOH&SECTION=AMERICAS
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Sports.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Tempo.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Entertainment.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Classifieds.php
https://www2.vdata.com/cgi-bin/jc.classified.adentry.cgi
http://www2.vdata.com/cgi-bin/jc.subs.cgi
http://johnsoncitypress.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/LocalInfo.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/NotForProfit.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Worship.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Deadlines.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/SiteHelp.php
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/ContactUs.php
javascript:createWindow('PrintStory.php?ID=57013', 'PrintStory', 'width=570,height=460,toolbar,menubar,scrollbars,resizable')
javascript:createWindow('EmailStory.php?ID=57013', 'EmailStory', 'width=590,height=460,toolbar,menubar,scrollbars,resizable')
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Tempo.php
javascript:createWindow%20('TopSpotsClick.php?Loc=TopJobs&ID=3116', 'TopJobs', 'width=500,height=430,scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow('TopSpotsAll.php?Loc=TopJobs', 'TopSpotsAll', 'width=500,height=430,  scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow%20('TopSpotsClick.php?Loc=TopHomes&ID=3102', 'TopJobs', 'width=500,height=430,scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow('TopSpotsAll.php?Loc=TopHomes', 'TopSpotsAll', 'width=500,height=430,  scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow%20('TopSpotsClick.php?Loc=TopRentals&ID=3101', 'TopJobs', 'width=500,height=430,scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow('TopSpotsAll.php?Loc=TopRentals', 'TopSpotsAll', 'width=500,height=430,  scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow%20('TopSpotsClick.php?Loc=TopCars&ID=3115', 'TopJobs', 'width=500,height=430,scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
javascript:createWindow('TopSpotsAll.php?Loc=TopCars', 'TopSpotsAll', 'width=500,height=430,  scrollbars,resizable,top=1,left=1')
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/cgi-bin/adcycle_JC/adclick.cgi?gid=6&id=1513
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/cgi-bin/adcycle_JC/adclick.cgi?gid=6&id=1513

WEEKLY POLL

Should the annual
observance of Memorial
Day be returned to May
307

O Yes
O No
O Undecided

O I don't care

The
Johnson City Press
Monthly Health

Magazine

Reprints of
vour favorite
Johnson City
Press photos
on Mouse Pads,

Puzzles, Coasters and
More!

Hector Qirko Band performs in front of a large crowd Saturday at the Blue Plum. (Dave
Boyd / Johnson City Press)

By Doug Janz
Press Tempo Writer
djanz@johnsoncitypress.com

Blue Plum Festival 2006 nearly drowned on Friday night, only to spring
back to life Saturday in a big way.

The first day of the seventh annual music and arts festival in downtown
Johnson City was all but washed away by torrential rains — the worst rains
in festival history. Then the event rebounded with a spectacular Saturday
that was as good as the first day was difficult.

“We're pretending it was a one-day festival,” festival coordinator Christine
Murdock said jokingly.

“That’s the whole thing with street festivals. They're dicey because of the
weather,” said Ellen Buchanan, the music coordinator. “But it's a whole
different atmosphere, and it's such a boon to downtown Johnson City.”

The live music Friday was scattered. Hours of heavy rain cancelled two
shows and prompted organizers to do something they'd never done before
— move the headline acts indoors, to Gatsby’s.

Ironically, that's about when the rain stopped, and the skies didn’t rain
again until about 1:30 a.m. — right after The Drew Emmitt Band had
completed its encore inside Gatsby’s.

“It was the toughest decision I've ever had to make,” Buchanan said, “and
once | did, then it didn’t rain. But everything said it was going to keep
raining, and sooner or later we had to make the call.

“Friday night was really tough. But we had a Plan B, and it worked.”

Several hundred fans packed into Gatsby’s to see Steel String Theory and
The Drew Emmitt Band. It was a welcome return to the music after hours of
showers that kept most people away from downtown, chased off many who
were already there, closed down most of the vendor tents lining the streets
and left the die-hard festivalgoers with little to do but sit under canopies or
in the bars, drinking and waiting. The main stage was depressingly quiet.

Vendors and bar owners were grumpy about losing the income Blue Plum
normally brings in. For most of the permanent food and beverage
businesses, this is the biggest weekend of the year; some lost thousands of
dollars due to the nasty weather. Tent vendors who'd paid to secure a spot
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saw their profit margin shrink away.

Stage and sound people dealt with the frustrating, touchy job of protecting
expensive equipment. Cates Music, in charge of the sound, lost some
equipment to the rain, despite best efforts. “They were real troopers,”
Buchanan said.

By the end of the night, though, the festive atmosphere had returned. The
Drew Emmitt Band, its front man well known for his work in Leftover
Salmon, played into the night at Gatsby’s, and the lucky few hundred who
knew about the show were given quite a treat. For them, all was right with
the world, at least for a little while.

“Drew’s band loved it Friday night,” Buchanan said. “They said they’d never
been treated so well. They basically drove all the way from Colorado for
this, and a lot of people had driven from other places to see the band. So
they were gonna play someplace. When we looked at the different indoor
places that could house a show like this — the size of the room, the stage,
the sound equipment — there really was only one option. And he put on a
great show.”

Saturday opened with sunny, cool temperatures for the 8 a.m. Blue Plum
5K run, and the rest of the day was perfect. Umbrellas gave way to
sunscreen lotion. Downtown was a completely different world from the night
before, with families filling the streets, diners sitting at sidewalk tables,
artisans showing off their work and a consistently good crowd surrounding
the main stage. While festival organizers didn’'t have a crowd size estimate
for the weekend, Saturday’s looked to be on par with the previous years.

The crowd in front of the main stage swelled into the thousands as night
fell, and The Waybacks set the stage for headliner Railroad Earth. By the
end of the show, the masses were in a dancing frenzy, and when it was
over, everyone was smiling.
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